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T

ogether with ABC Radio's Margaret
Throsby, Bruce Spence has been a
patron of The Friends of Balmain
Library since its inception. However, I had
never met him personally.
That is, until we recently
shared a table at Café Berlin
and had a long chat about
Bruce's forty-year career in
the acting business. As our
conversation ebbed and
flowed, and surrounding
tables emptied and filled,
some surprising information came to light.

I am fairly sure most people
would assume that Bruce
Spence is Australian. In
fact, he was born, raised,
and educated – for the
most part – across the
ditch in Auckland. Quite
probably, these same people might also
assume that Bruce studied drama. Not so!
After high school, he went off to Massey
University and graduated with a Diploma in
Horticulture. What is not so surprising was
his desire to see the world; but the first
port of call, Melbourne, effectively stopped
him in his tracks. Living in share-houses,
attending night classes in drawing, working in menial jobs to pay the rent, all contributed to the continuing political and
artistic education of young Bruce. In such
a stimulating environment, the lure of
Europe just faded into the distance. And
then, of course, there was La Mama – based
in a converted pram factory in Carlton – a
collective of left-leaning creative young
people determined to have their voices
heard: “The process was actually more
important than the production” says Bruce.
But one particular production was to have
far-reaching effects on his future career.
Designing sets and creating the artwork for

posters came first, but at some point Bruce
was given a small rôle in one of their
productions. Along came David Williamson
with his first full-length play The Coming of.
Stork, which needed a very
tall person – much like
Williamson actually – to play
the leading part: Bruce,
almost two metres in his
socks, fitted the bill.
Tim Burstall, whose wife
Betty was a founding
member of La Mama, saw
the play and subsequently
adapted the script for film.
Stork (1971) went on to
win a swathe of AFI
awards, one of which
went to Bruce Spence for
best actor.
Although
feeling “like a fish out of
water”, it was a pretty
impressive start for this Kiwi horticulturist!
During these years, following a suggestion
from John Brack (noted Australian artist
and director of what is now the Victorian
College of the Arts), Bruce added another
notch to his academic “belt” – a Diploma in
Fine Arts. But from 1971 to this day, demand from film, stage, and television, has
determined his career path; and there have
not been too many “resting” moments!
Comedy, drama, cop shows, “soft” soaps
(like the ABC's Certain Women) and even
some classics such as Shakespeare's A
Midsummer Night's Dream and Molière’s
Don Juan served to make Bruce Spence an
iconic figure in Australia's visual media.
And then along came Mad Max II ...

Continues page 3

Children’s Writing Competition
Winners Announced
– see Report Pages 5 to 8 (inc.)

A Word from the Chair of FOBL
Mariella Totaro-Genevois
FOBL’s 2010 AGM Report
One of the qualities I most admire in any individual
whose profession requires communicating with the
public is brevity. Consequently tonight I will try to
inform you as accurately as possible but without using an
excruciating amount of time to fill you in.
Last year in my report for the AGM I stated that a new
phase was opening for FOBL. Why? Because the opening
of the refurbished local Library in March 2009, marked
the most important achievement for all past and present
FOBL Committees, who had worked passionately towards
that aim over many years. It was a turning point for
FOBL and one that implied a revaluation of its current
and future priorities.
With the background of Balmain, our suburb, with all its
vitality, its community spirit, and its indisputable skills
in keeping an eye on issues of public interest, the task for
the Friends was, on the one hand to take stock of the
past, and on the other, to start broadening its membership and identifying new needs and priorities. Revitalising our image was thus very important, as was
encouraging Balmainians into getting involved with the
Friends, which in turn means with their Library.
A new brochure illustrating FOBL’s aims, work and
achievements has been drafted and professionally
designed in November 2009. Its free distribution takes
place through the Library, at our functions and at Hill of
Content, the local book shop co-operating with FOBL
and offering our members 10% discount on any
purchased book.
Soon after the production of the FOBL brochure the
Committee agreed to have a straightforward but well
designed web site, where important information would
be readily accessible and regularly updated on line. The
site went live on January 1 2010. There is no need to
highlight here the obvious importance of taking
advantage of technology, especially to grab the interest
and attention of the next generation.
All these decisions regarding visibility have brought us
two pleasing results. The first is an increase of 25%
(120/2009 – 150/2010) in our membership. The second
is the strong support from the national association of
Friends of Libraries FOLA, conveyed by its President
Dr Alan Bundy, who expressed his appreciation for our
initiatives, highlighting their potential to inspire other
FOLs groups existing in Australia.

for Balmain Library. In November 2009, Friday 20 and
Saturday 21, and in collaboration with Hill of Content.
hundreds of new books were taken to Balmain Library
and arranged on big tables in the Reading Room. People
in our community were invited to come and select
whatever appealed to them and place their choices on
trolleys next to the tables. With the efficient cooperation of Leichhardt Library's Manager and Balmain
Library Staff, the books selected were quickly checked
and processed to make sure they weren’t already in the
collection, and at the end of this event 350 books were
added to the shelves of the Library for the benefit of its
members. As my French ancestors would say – a va sans.
dire – no need to say that this event was really popular:
we had a continuous stream of visitors during those two
days. It was good to see many new faces. It was
rewarding to talk and answer questions about FOBL’s
work. It was fun to interact with children and see that
they too were thoroughly enjoying our initiative.
And always on issues of visibility there are two small
but practical novelties to announce: the first is that we
now have our very own – and very handsome - sandwichboard that will be on site to facilitate people finding
the location where FOBL is hosting an event. The second
is that in order to help our members hear and see better
during our functions in this room, we have also secured
our own dais (thanks to the generosity of the Balmain
business Greg Murphy Scenery, who has given it to us for
free).
Meanwhile the FOBL Open Book Club keeps running
successfully and it is very well attended. As for FOBL’s
functions, in September 2009 popular children’s author
Anna Fienberg was our very successful guest speaker.
On that occasion she presented her recently published
book titled Escape, which was also her first venture in
adult fiction. This literary event was followed in
December by a brilliant talk by award-winning
documentary maker Curtis Levy. Our latest function
was held in March 2010 with David Marr as guest
speaker. The title of his address was Sticking with.
Books, and it was very successful, not only because
tickets were sold out soon after the announcement
(with consequent financial profit), but most importantly
because the audience was obviously thrilled, challenged
and amused by David’s thought-provoking talk.

One of FOBL’s primary concerns has been with
Balmain’s changing demographic profile and the
Our next step, to try and get closer to both library users importance of attracting newer, younger people to the
in our community and to those who need to be enticed to local library and Friends’ functions. One of the first
read more, has been bold as well as practical. In August things we have done is to launch a competition for
2009 FOBL allocated $10,000 of the funds raised during primary students in Years 5 and 6 at Balmain and
the years of its existence to the purchase of new books Rozelle schools. Children are asked to write a review of
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A Word from the Chair

Myth and Storytelling

Continued ...

Continued ...

a book or an essay on any subject – but one which must
include two keywords: library or bank. And no, it isn’t
an odd couple of words, you see our generous sponsor in
this project is Bendigo Bank, and the prizes will include
both a bank book of $100 and a $100 book voucher for
the winners in each category, and a $250 book voucher
for each participating school. At the conclusion of the
competition FOBL will sponsor a writing workshop for
the finalist students, with author Maggie Hamilton as
leader. Soon after there will be the prize-giving
ceremony where we hope to see many young parents
sharing this lovely occasion with their children.

According to Bruce, this film became a
personal watershed.
first he2010
had
Edition 1 At
: March
reservations about the film, and his rôle in
it – that of The Gyro Captain – but they soon
disappeared when he realised that director
George Miller had a genuine interest in
telling a really good story. Since playing this
part, Bruce has been in great demand for
other films in the “fantasy / science fiction /
horror” genre.

At this stage having completed my account of the FOBL
Committee’s work for the year, I ask for thirty more
seconds of your attention to add a personal remark. It
is my opinion that FOBL, formed eleven years ago, is
a community group of which not only Balmain Library
but Balmain as a whole should be very proud. In the
thirty years of my professional life teaching in both
schools and lecturing in universities, I have been part
of many committees, and learned a lot from other
members and colleagues. However the commitment,
generosity and team spirit I have enjoyed sharing with
the FOBL group is unique and to me is really special.
So I would like to conclude not only by expressing the
warmest THANK YOU to all the members of the FOBL
Committee, but also by asking this audience to show
their appreciation of them with a big applause.
EDITOR’S NOTE :

Mariella's annual report was presented at FOBL's.
Annual General Meeting on June 18, 2010. All office.
bearers remained the same, but one new committee.
member has joined the team – long-time Balmain.
resident Bronwyn Monro. At the meeting's conclusion.
of business, a full house enjoyed a most interesting.
and.challenging presentation from our eminent guest.
speaker Jack Mundey.

He is justifiably proud to be the only actor
in the world to have featured in at least
one film from five different trilogies: Mad
Max – Star Wars – Matrix – Lord of the Rings
– and the Narnia series. Through this long
involvement, and a genuine fondness for
literature of this genre, Bruce has seriously
considered the art, and history, of storytelling. Since time began, we have been
telling stories – “as a way of explaining the
world ... and imaginatively creating that
'what if ' conceptual world”.
Fortunately for FOBL, Bruce has just completed filming Legend of the Seeker, a cable
television series based on The Sword of Truth
novels, made in New Zealand for the ABC /
Disney network in the USA – so was in a
position to accept our invitation to be guest
speaker in September. He plays Zeddicus Zu'l
Zorander, an old hermit and wise guardian,
or mentor, to Richard Cypher who is the
“truth seeker” of the title.
Bruce will have something to say about this
new series, and Terry Goodkind, author of
the books on which it is based. But of
most interest to FOBL members will
undoubtedly be his insightful views on the
importance of myth and storytelling in all
cultures. Don't miss it!
Herma Sieper

An Evening with Bruce Spence
Friday 10th September
7 pm in Meeting Room
(rear of Balmain Town Hall)

Balmain Library
Opening Hours
Monday :
Tuesday :
Wednesday :
Thursday :
Friday :
Saturday :
Sunday :

9.30
9.30
9.30
9.30
9.30
9.30
10

am
am
am
am
am
am
am

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

5.30
8.00
8.00
5.30
5.30
4.00
4.00

pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

Be sure to book early at the library
to avoid disappointment!
JOIN FOBL AT THIS EVENT
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REFUGEE WEEK
... in the Library

Edition 1 : March 2010

The topic of Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Australia
is one that has garnered much media attention in the
lead-up to the recent Federal Election, as it has
become a central and highly emotive issue in our
political arena.
Aware that I should not really give my personal views
on the way in which this topic has been dealt with by
our political leaders, I will instead quote one of our
former political leaders, Malcolm Fraser, in a speech at
a Refugee Event in Victoria. He eloquently put it thus:

“In the search for votes, politicians are accused of
doing all sorts of things, not all of them entirely
honourable. But I believe that playing politics with the
lives of vulnerable people, seeking votes out of their
misfortune, is about the worst thing any politician can
do in any country, in any part of the world.”
Our contribution at the
library towards Refugee
Week, this year, was a
memorable one – and we
are
really
appreciative
towards all of those who
were involved. The Mayor,
Jamie Parker, gave the
opening speech, and then
Francis Milne – co-ordinator
of Balmain for Refugees –
spoke about the history of
their group and what they
have accomplished within
the community. This group, and what they strive to do
within the community, really epitomises the core of
compassionate individuals that live and work in
Balmain and the surrounding area.

The next speaker was Suze van Meegan from the Red.
Cross, and she showed a short film of the conditions
from which refugees flee in their bid for safety – and
then shared some of her personal experiences of
working in a detention centre. Suze spoke about the
numbers of refugees that come to Australia every year
and then detailed how much the Red Cross does to
assist refugees, in Australia and throughout the world.
Our last speaker was Virginia Walker, who is the coordinator for the Bridge for Asylum Seekers, a group
that is dedicated to helping those refugees that are in
Australia under “Bridging E Visas”, which means that
they have no real financial means of survival. This
amazing group actually sponsors as many individuals
and family groups as they can, providing them with a
small living wage. I really enjoyed hearing Virginia’s
stories of how she initially became involved in this
community work, and how
much the different individuals that she has met and
helped over the years have
touched her heart.

Friends of Libraries Australia
(FOLA) Seminar

The afternoon concluded
with an acoustic song – performed by Kate Maclurcan –
entitled You are not my enemy
... a beautiful and gently
rendered song, which was
truly a wonderful way to end
this event.
Sarah Wild - Librarian

Actors' Forum in Balmain

Open to all FOBL members is a seminar focusing on our younger
library users. With an emphasis on sharing ideas, guest speakers will
be followed by break-out discussion groups, and a concluding
summary to end the proceedings. Details are as follows:
Venue: State Library of NSW
Date:
Friday, October 29, 2010
Time:
9 am – 1 pm
Cost:
This is a free event, and morning tea will be provided.
For more information, or to express an interest in attending, please
send an email to FOBL – or leave us a note with library staff,
addressed to “FOBL, c/- Balmain Library”.

The final two professionally performed play readings for 2010 will be
held in St Andrew's Church Hall, cnr Darling St and Curtis Road
Balmain, as follows :
Sunday September 26
Trying by Joanna McLelland-Glass, with actors Romy Bartz & Ron Falk
Sunday October 17
Jigsaws by Jennifer Rogers, with actors Maggie Blinco & Belinda Giblin
Performances are at 2 pm
with ticket prices $ 15 / $ 20, available at the door on day of performance.
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FOBL’s INAUGURAL
CHILDREN’S WRITING COMPETITION
The judging is over – the results are in – and
the winners of the 2010 FOBL Children’s
Writing Competion were proudly announced
at a special Awards Night which was held
on Friday 6th August. And what an outstanding success it was, for all concerned!
More than sixty were in attendance,
including: the winners and runners-up;
parents, siblings, and friends; the principal
of Rozelle Public School; years 5 and 6
teachers; representatives from the Bendigo
Community Bank; and, of course, FOBL
committee members.
It was a really
uplifting evening. Unfortunately, Maggie
Hamilton was not able to attend but the
two other judges, Maryellen Galbally and
Vivienne
Nicoll-Hatton
were
present.
Vivienne gave a detailed account of the
judging process, and was able to persuade
both of our winners – Finlay MacKenzie, in
the Year 6 category, and Imogen Biggins
from Year 5 – to read out their stories. After
such a daunting task, given that they were
asked there and then, both deservedly
received a huge round of applause.
Both girls are students at Rozelle Public
School and, like many entrants, wrote their
stories in class time. The competition was
open to all schools on the peninsula, plus
Orange Grove Public at Lilyfield. Asked to
write either a story of about 800 words – or
a book review of 250 words – all 84 entries
received were in the first category.
We
were a little surprised that there were no
book reviews, but perhaps students of this
age prefer imagination over criticism.
All stories had to include one of two
"signature words" - library or bank – but
basically there were no other restrictions.
Anonymity during judging was assured as
the students' names were not revealed until
the end of the process. Using a set of
previously determined criteria, points were
allocated to each work based on originality,
imagination, structure and use of language,
plus ‘that little bit extra’ or Wow-Factor.
When tallied, these scores determined the
overall winners, and a group of "highly
recommended" entrants.
To give some idea of the variety of subject
matter – the stories drew on sources such
as fantasy, literature, fable, current affairs,
and the plight of refugees. Naturally, because
of the compulsory "signature words",

popular settings were libraries and banks.
However, libraries are apparently dark and
dusty places, where strict silence is
required,
and
librarians
were
often
described as old and cranky ! Sometimes
they even morphed into monsters or
vampires!! And the banks didn't fare all that
much better.
Most were being robbed
(often by the storyteller); bank clerks –
generally female – were given to stealing
from children's bank accounts; and the
managers were always male, and generally
unsympathetic. There was also a great deal
of humour – intentional or otherwise.
On occasions such as these, there are
always some formalities to be dealt with
before winners can be announced. Having
enjoyed a light supper and drinks to start
the evening, guests patiently listened to the
speakers outline some background to the
competition, and concept, as well as
aspects of the judging criteria and process.
But there was a palpable buzz of
anticipation, excitement, and of course
nervousness, within the room before first
the runners-up, and then overall winners,
were announced. Eight students in each
category – years 5 and 6 – received $50
book vouchers, and each major winner
(Finlay and Imogen) received a $100
Bendigo Bank account plus a $100 book
voucher.
Each participating school also
received a $250 book voucher. All vouchers
were for Hill of. Content bookshop.
In addition, all finalists have been offered
the unique opportunity of participating in a
half-day writing workshop run by local author,
teacher, and publisher, Maggie Hamilton.
Although conceived and organised by the
Friends of Balmain Library, this competition
was funded by a special $2,500 grant from
our generous sponsor The Balmain / Rozelle
Community Branch of the Bendigo Bank.
FOBL is very keen to make this Writing
Competition an annual event so, when the
local Bendigo Bank manager Larry Delaney
announced they would be happy to sponsor
it again next year, the audience cheered.
And the smiles on the faces of FOBL
committee members were very broad
indeed!!!
Maryellen Galbally
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CHILDREN’S WRITING COMPETITION

Year 5 Winner : IMOGEN BIGGINS
The Kinda Crazy Library
Our school library isn't a normal school library. It has absolutely nothing but books
in it. The chairs are made out of books and the tables and the shelves. It's a bit
insane really. Normal school libraries have young librarians that are always smiling
and happy to help, but our librarian is made entirely out of books! Now do you
agree with me that it's insane? Are you wondering how this happened? Well if so
I'm not surprised, but if you really want to know I'll tell you.
It all started decades ago, way back in 1956. Our librarian was walking around her
school wondering what to do. She suddenly decided to bury herself in books.
Please don't ask me why. Anyway, there she was buried in books. She thought it
was great fun, but before she knew what was happening the day went dark and
turned into night. The librarian stayed where she was all night and when morning
came she found that the books had disappeared. "Where had they gone?" she said
thoughtfully to herself. She moved around and realised that there were books on
her feet. She then realised that her hands were books and her legs and her arms.
After a while she found she was made entirely of books.
I know that how our librarian was made is a bit weird, but that's nothing compared
to how the library ended up being made of books. Even though you probably don't
want to be told about how the library came to be, you're gonna find out because I
feel like telling that part of the story to you and there's nothing to be done about
that. So fasten your seatbelts for another paragraph of this fantastic story.
Our librarian loved the idea of 'being made of books', so our librarian got to work
on building our school library completely out of books. Like I said earlier, she built
the chairs, the tables and the shelves all out of books. That's not to mention the
charging desk and the building itself. I probably shouldn't tell you this but I will;
there have been rumours about the fact that everything she owned was made out
of books, and that means her toothbrush out of books. OOOOOOOH! YUCKY! And
it means the toilet. OOOOOOOOOH again! Oh okay I'll leave it at that and I won't
tell you about the food.
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IMOGEN BIGGINS

YEAR 5 : HIGHLY COMMENDED AWARD WINNERS
Rozelle P.S.
The Stubborn Caravan
• Mia Berry
• Charlotte Biggins Rozelle P.S.
Theatre Cats
• Liam Cantwell
Balmain P.S.
Labrat
• Poppy Duwenbeck Rozelle P.S. (y.6)
Untitled
Paranormal Activity
• Hamish Lungo
Rozelle P.S.
• Lewis McNamara Fr. John Therry Survive
• Bridie Oliver
Rozelle P.S.
The Library ...
• Joshua Price
Rozelle P.S.
The Robbery

Rozelle Public School

Moving on from these book horrors. Hmm let's see, what else do I need to tell
you....... AH nothing, wonderful. I hope you've enjoyed listening to another
fantastic story told by the story telling queen MOI! I hope you come to me in the
not too distant future. It's been a pleasure to help you find out about our kinda
freaky, kinda weird and down-right crazy librarian. I hope to see you again for
another treasure of a story. See ya soon!

CHILDREN’S WRITING COMPETITION

Year 6 Winner : FINLAY MacKENZIE
The Night of the Silver Willow
Hooves thundered on the moon-bleached earth. Nine stallions were gathered by a
frozen river – four on each side. The ninth was a blue roan, much older than the rest
and with an air of authority and glory. White hairs tipped his muzzle. He stepped
forwards and announced:
"We have gathered here tonight upon the Silver Willow Shore to fight for Maple,
Shadow and Brook. Who will fight first?"
There was a moment's hesitation. The horses' breathing created misty clouds as the
mares shifted nervously.
"I will fight first!" a great, black stallion cried, as if there should have been no question
as to who would fight. His pure white mane glimmered as he tossed it like snowflakes
in the wind.
"And I will challenge him," a bay replied from the other side of the river. He looked
around nervously, as if he expected the blue roan to oppose him.
"Very well," the blue roan neighed. "Leave the bank, both of you, and stand in the
centre of the river. The winner may add Maple to their herd."
The two stallions obeyed. The bay, who was much smaller than his opponent, eyed
the black stallion's hooves. They were huge, and could easily knock the breath out of
a smaller horse. The ice cracked where they hit it.
"Commence!" roared the blue roan.
The black stallion charged at the bay and reared, but the bay was too nimble, and
danced out of the way just in time. A screeching sound hit their ears as the black
stallion's hooves ploughed into the ice, breaking it. Stars sparkled coldly above them
as the black stallion charged. This time, however, he didn't stop in time, and skidded
on the ice when he tried to stop too quickly. This blunder bought the bay time, and
he darted past his opponent, weaving through the dents and cracks in the ice made
by the black stallion's charge. Light needled the darkness as the battle wore on. The
bay was tired, but the black stallion was exhausted. Each of his limbs were like lead,
his blows growing slower and weaker. Finally, he lay on the ground, panting,
watching the ink-black water rushing beneath the ice, weakened by the fight and the
warmth creeping through the sky.
The bay looked around the bank and saw that other horses were likewise defeated.
As the sun dawned, the blue roan turned tail and disappeared through the willows.
The Night of the Silver Willow was over.

A Bouquet of Blood Roses
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Rozelle Public School

AWARD WINNERS
Mr Banksworth
Only a Dream
My Place
Survive
Wilt
Chocolate Icecream
The Kokoda Trail

FINLAY MacKENZIE

YEAR 6 : HIGHLY COMMENDED
Rozelle P.S.
• Flynn Bantter
• Hannah Cadogan Rozelle P.S.
• Tallulah Gunn
Rozelle P.S.
• Tom Lewis
Rozelle P.S.
• Hannah McKee
Rozelle P.S.
• Kate Nelsson
Rozelle P.S.
• Anna Suzuki
Rozelle P.S.
• Katie Taylor
Rozelle P.S.

[ A prequel history appears on p. 8 ]

CHILDREN’S WRITING COMPETITION

IN REVIEW – PHOTO ESSAY + COMMENTS
History of the Night of the Silver Willow
Established by Willow I, king of the Erequus
Island Kingdom, the Night of the Silver Willow
was established to determine the new herd of
mares whose mate had died. Willow I decreed
that "If a herd leader dies of old age, illness,
hunger, cold, predators of any rogue horse,
their mares will be fought for on Silver Willow
Shores at the next full moon." If, however, a
stallion is struck down by another herdowning stallion, then the mares go to the victor.
In the battle between Sedge and Moonlight
(Sedge being the bay, and Moonlight the
black), the blue roan is King Willow III, born
seven generations after the establishment of
the Night of the Silver Willow and twelve
generations after the settlement of horses on
Erequus Island.
King Willow III was the son of Pine II, and knew
much about the Night of the Silver Willow as
a foal, for his own father died when he was
very young and he was put into the herd of
Snowflake, a pure white stallion. Because
foals will always go with their mother, in the
Night of the Silver Willow, Willow III stayed
with his mother, having no idea of who he
was, and not living in the territory that was
rightfully his. However, the regent currently in
power had banned the Night of the Silver
Willow, and it was not until the crowning of
Willow III, 12 season-turns after he was born,
that the Night of the Silver Willow became
common practice again.

* * * * *
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Hi
I just wanted to thank you for organising and judging
your writing competition for our local children in years 5
and 6. We had a lovely evening - it was a real community
event and a great way to celebrate the creativity of our
children. It is always great for children to feel that other
people have enjoyed reading their stories.
Finlay was extremely proud to have won the year 6
category as reading, writing and telling stories is such an
important part of her life. ! It was wonderful for her to
have people outside her family and school give her
affirmation and encouragement for her writing. !I am sure
she will continue to write and craft her work so beautifully.
As she was reading her story, I couldn't help but wonder
if that would be the only time I would hear her reading
her own work to an audience. I thought that was a very
special moment for her.
Thanks again to everyone involved.
Kindest regards
Alison MacKenzie
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EX LIBRIS - Chris Giles
Talking about "Author Talks"
Fine wine, fabulous finger food and fun author talks,
hosted by the lovely Librarian Sarah, have been popular
at Balmain Library since starting earlier this year. In June,
Julie Macken, author of Footloose and Financially Free,
gave tips on achieving financial independence.
Aleksandra Zaric inspired us by revealing how to use our
mental powers to change our outer world, as outlined in

Energy Intelligence.

In July, particularly popular was Shakti Durga’s presentation on attracting love, good health, warm friendships, wealth and financial abundance as presented in her
book Dimensions of Wealth. This was followed by a
meditation session which was enjoyed by all.
In August local Balmain author LA Larkin spoke about her
novel The Genesis Flaw, and how she went about
creating her central female character; securing a twobook publishing deal; and gaining the attention of her
literary agent – in a somewhat dramatic fashion!
Then for Family History Week (24th August) the library
hosted a talk by Noeline Kyle on A Greater Guilt,
the story of the murder of Constance Kent’s three-yearold half brother in Wiltshire, England, in 1860. I first came
across this true story in a Balmain Library book The.
Suspicions of Mr Whicher or “The Murder at the Road Hill
House”, by Kate Summerscale. It is a chilling tale of family
jealousy and intrigue. It provoked national hysteria at the
time, exposing the vulnerability of respectable middleclass homes. The case inspired the country house murder
mystery genre – and this new work certainly draws some
new and controversial conclusions about this crime, the
life of Constance Emilie Kent, her family secrets, and the
making of history.
Looking forward, on 29th September, Boyd Anderson
discusses Errol, Fidel and the Cuban Rebel. Girls. This is
a novel based on a true story about Errol Flynn’s last adventure – and we expect Boyd to delight us with tales of what
happened when Errol, Fidel and the Cuban girls collided!

Children’s Services
The children’s area has, as usual, been very busy – with
an additional session of the popular Baby Bounce now up
and running on Tuesday mornings at 9.30am. The last
few months have also seen successful special events for
Naidoc Week and Christmas in July. During the Naidoc
Week story-time children learnt about indigenous culture,
and then did Aboriginal-style pictures which were put on
display in the library. The Christmas in July story-time was
the first one held at the library. It was requested by the
Balmain/Rozelle Chamber of Commerce and will probably
become a regular fixture. Michelle and Selina are currently

organising our Book Week activities – with a Teddy Bear
Sleep-over one of the fun activities being planned.

Computer classes, with computer use (max. of
two hours a day), and e-resources : FREE !
Get online, get connected, and get out into cyberspace!
Book in for the next training sessions at Balmain Library
and then use our public PCs for internet access, internet
searching and e-mail.
Introduction to Computers for Beginners :
Monday 30th August 9.30 - 11.00 am
Internet for Beginners :
Monday 20th September 9.30 - 11.00 am
E-mail for Beginners :
Monday 27th September 9.30 -11.00 am

Avail yourself of our free online databases at
www.lmc.nsw.gov.au/Onlne-Information.html

If you are a genealogy or history buff, Ancestry Library
Edition is just the thing for you. Why pay for a
subscription when the library pays for you!
Try The Computer School to access training on computer
basics so that you can find your way around your own PC.
For those in Book Clubs, NoveList is a fiction database
which provides subject heading access, reviews, annotations and much more for over 135,000 fiction titles.
Austlit indexes and describes Australian literature
published in a range of print and electronic information
sources.
We have new Children’s Databases, notably World Book
Early World of Learning including Welcome to Reading
for pre- and early readers to strengthen phonics, vocabulary, phonemic awareness and comprehension skills.
For those with the travel bug, Mango Languages lets
you learn at your own pace from a total of twelve
different languages.
These are just a few of the e-resources which the library
makes available to its patrons.

Balmain Library is now open on Sundays
(from 10 am – 4 pm)
Enjoy the library on Sundays !
The extension to library hours was celebrated with a good
old-fashioned Aussie BBQ on Sunday 25th July.
But the important thing is that now you can enjoy all that
Balmain Library has to offer every day of the week !
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EX LIBRIS –

...

Let’s keep in touch!

Write an online review!
Become a ‘Citizen Reviewer’ – and share your opinion –
by logging on to one of our our Online Public Access
Computers (OPACs), or the online catalogue from home ...
and writing a review of material in our collection.
Here’s how to do it:
Go to any one of our OPACs in the library, or from home
to the web address www.leichhardt.nsw.gov.au, and
then to the Library tab-page, and then to the ‘Login’.
At Barcode or Alias, type in your library card X_____ and
password (= first three letters of the name of your street)
and then select ‘Search’ to find a title.
Check the search results, and click on ‘Write a Review’.
Read the Terms and Conditions relating to submitting a
review – and if happy tick OK.
Then you can write your review in the blank box provided
– and press ‘Submit’ when finished.
Don’t forget to logout when your review is finished.

FOBL Children’s Writing Comp. Presentation
I was very pleased to be able to attend the Presentation
Night, on Friday 6th August, for the inaugural FOBL
Children’s Writing Competition Awards.
The Balmain Town Hall Meeting Room was overflowing
with anticipation and excitement as children, parents,
teachers and guests waited with bated breath for the
announcement of the 18 prize winners.
Mariella and Viv were entertaining speakers and the
gentlemen from Bendigo Bank were all smiles. I really
enjoyed listening to the writers as they read their own
compositions to the audience – and was content in the
knowledge that imagination and literacy are still alive
and well in the children of today.

There are now many ways in which Friends of Balmain
Library (FOBL) communicates with our members. We
hope that, whether your preferred medium is “hard” or
“soft”, you will always be up to date with all the FOBL news.

Bookworm – This is our flagship magazine. We aim to
send it by post to all our members at least two weeks
before an event, to give you plenty of warning. The front
cover is usually devoted to an interview with our upcoming speaker. Tickets for such functions go on sale at
the library after Bookworm has been mailed to all our
membership.
E-mail alerts – Reminder e-mails of all events are sent to
members about a week beforehand. From time to time
other items we think may have interest are sent to the
e-mail list. If you are not receiving these e-mails, and
would like to do so, send your e-mail address to
info@fobl.org.au. Please be assured that UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES will your e-mail address be shared with
any third party.
Website – FOBL now has a website at www.fobl.org.au.
Membership application and renewal forms can easily
be downloaded from this site. Information about upcoming events, general news, past copies of Bookworm and
future books for the Open Book Group are also available
on the site.
Facebook – FOBL has a Facebook Page! So just put FOBL

into the Facebook ‘Search’ to locate the page, and become
a member. News of upcoming events etc. will be updated
.... so it’s an easy click away whenever you are browsing
your Facebook Page.

Contacting FOBL – We are always very interested in your
feedback and ideas, so please feel free to contact us at
info@fobl.org.au, or by post at:
Friends of Balmain Library
c/- Balmain Library
PO Box 45, Leichhardt NSW 2040

I’m sure that with all this encouragement, Balmain and
the Leichhardt Municipality will continue to produce
fantastic writers, and readers. Thank you FOBL, the
special committee, Bendigo Bank, the judges, and all
those concerned, for an absolutely terrific competition.

Advance Notice
Contact Bookworm
by either e-mail or snail-mail
bookwormwall@internode.on.net
PO Box 512 Rozelle NSW 2039
Both signed and anonymous
contributions accepted

Past President of The Jane Austen Society and wellknown literary lecturer, Susannah Fullerton, will be the
guest speaker at FOBL's popular Christmas function
on Wednesday December 1. A leading authority on
19th & 20th Century literature, and one of the most popular
presenters at State Library of NSW events, Susannah's
latest book is Brief Encounters: Literary Travellers in
Australia 1836-1939 (2009). There will be more detail in
our November Bookworm - but please put this date in
your diary now.
NB: This event will be held on a Wednesday evening!
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Byron Bay Writer’s Festival
August 6 - 8, 2010

“For those with a passion for the written word, the annual
Writers’ Festival at Byron Bay will fill you with a pleasure that
you will relive many times over!”
And, from all reports after the event, it was indeed a lot
of fun. Now in this fourteenth year, and back to its
traditional North Beach Site, this event keeps growing
steadily. Fortune smiled on festival goers with sunny
days and intensely blue skies – perfect for picnics on the
grass, book launches and signings, and relaxing over a
coffee or two. Authors were seen pulling chairs out of
the Green Room in order to make the most of both sun
and beachy atmosphere.
FOBL Committee Member Pam Dingle was one lucky
attendee – and here shares just a couple of anecdotes
from two of the many sessions she enjoyed :
Bodice ripping - writing sex and intimacy :
chaired by Rosemary Sorensen
This was a discussion of women’s attitudes to sex and
men’s inadequacies. The panel members were:
Laura Bloom ( In The Mood )
Kim Falconer ( a Harper Collins Voyager author )
Krissy Kneen ( A Memoir of Love, Sex and Intimacy ) and
Kathy Lette ( her latest book being To Love, Honour
and Betray )
They each read a sensitive piece from their books – but
the discussion that followed was not so sensitive, and I
pitied the men walking round about, as the microphones
seemed unusually loud!
One memorable highlight was “queen of quips” Kathy
Lette telling of her encounter with royalty. She was
nominated, when in England, to present a prize to Prince
William. She asked for advice. ‘Oh just hand over the
prize and give him a kiss,’ she was told. So when he took
the prize she said: ‘I’m supposed to give you a kiss –
would you like it with tongue?’ He said, ‘I think we
should talk about that later!’
Prince Harry received a prize also, and when Kathy asked
if he would like his kiss with tongue he replied without
hesitation, ‘Oh yes!’

‘You’re on air, the people we let into our homes’:
chaired by Candida Baker had on its panel:
Steve Cannane ( current affairs for ABC TV )
Mike Carlton ( probably Australia’s best-known
broadcaster and journalist )
Jane Hutcheon ( ABC foreign correspondent ) and
Juanita Phillips ( who was described as “the best news
reader in Australia” )
It was great to see Juanita being relaxed and friendly,
when one is so used to the formality of her news presentation. Fran Kelly was supposed to be there but was busy
following Julia Gillard around.
One interesting question was:
‘How do you achieve equilibrium after witnessing and
reporting atrocities?’ Mike was quick to say, ‘I get
drunk!’ They agreed that it was easier for cameramen –
they were one step removed from the actuality as they
were viewing it through a lens. But they were all affected
in one way or another, and needed time out.
Mike Carlton remembered that, some years ago, a certain
newspaper proprietor, whilst lecturing journalists, wrote
on a chart the names of the two best known Australian
historians, Manning Clark and Geoffrey Blainey. He
said Manning Clark was the darling of the ‘pinko leftists’
who believed in freeing people from poverty and degradation. ‘But this man’, he said pointing to Geoffrey’s
name, ‘believes in free enterprise! And so does this paper!
Don’t you forget it!’

Mike Carlton
Bookworm has asked Pam for a further “report from
the front” - so keep an eye out in the next issue for
a few more highlights from Byron Bay WF 2010 !

Open Book Group
Open to all, and with no committed membership
required, FOBL's "Open Book Group" goes from
strength to strength! Held on the second Tuesday of
each month, from 1 to 3 pm, in the Library Meeting
Room (to the left just inside the entrance), everyone
is welcome to come and join the discussion.
Below are the book choices for the next three months:
14th September
12th October

Krissy Kneen

11th November
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Still Alice ... by Lisa Genova
The Colour of Water
... by James McBride
Brooklyn ... by Colm Tóibín

‘This is truly the ultimate Sandgrouse ...’
This would have made a brilliant first line to a book
but no, it is buried in the text of the autobiography
of a quite amazing birdwatcher – Phoebe Snetsinger –
who managed to see about 8,500 individual bird
species in the latter part of her life. She saw her
first significant bird at the age of thirty-four when
she was a wife, erstwhile teacher, and mother of
four small children. By the time she died at the age
of sixty-eight, she had not only seen more birds
than any other person but she had made important
records of what she had seen.
This was in the face of having had serious cancer –
hence the title of her book – Birding on Borrowed
Time. So would such a book be boring to the non
bird-addicted? Well, no. The bird names alone are
extraordinary and the adventures that Phoebe has
along the way are as good as any adventure story
you’ll read.

I found this book through the notes in another birdie
book that I picked up - To See Every Bird on Earth
by Dan Koeppel. Its subtitle - A Father, a Son and a
Lifelong Obsession – hints at the fact that this story
is about more than bird-watching. As a counterpoint
to his ornithological adventures are the efforts a son
makes in order to forge a meaningful relationship
with his father. It is this that elevates the work from
just another “interesting” book in the genre into the
realm of a quite moving, personal, story.
So, if you want to learn more about “twitchers,
lumpers, and splitters”, these could be the books for
you.
Jan Aitkin
Editor’s Postscript :
The 8th edition of Simpson & Day’s ever popular
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia is now available
– having been completely revised and updated.

www.fobl.org.au
BALMAIN BOOKWORM :
Don’t forget to recycle your ‘Bookworms’ by
giving them to friends and relatives – and
encourage them to become a FOBL member!
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