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OBL has been privileged to have a range of speakers renowned for their community activism and
political involvement at our Annual General
Meetings.
Jane Ward in 2008, Jack
Mundey in 2010, and Hall
Greenland last year, spoke
eloquently about their passion
for the environment and the
need for social justice. To
continue this emerging tradition, John Stamolis has
accepted our invitation to be
guest speaker for this year's
AGM.
Currently Acting President
of
John is filling in for Hall
Greenland who is the Greens candidate for Grayndler in
the upcoming Federal election. With a long history of
participation in many local causes, John served as an
Independent on Leichhardt Municipal Council (2008 –
2012). While on Council,
John opposed both the
purchase of Bell's Foreshore
site and the proposed Fuel
Depot at White Bay.
Although his casting vote
ensured four straight years
of Greens control of the
Council, he has always
maintained his strong independence from all political
factions. As evidence, a
newspaper article quoted
John's views on this subject:
"You can treat me as though
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I'm the 'X' party. [But] I'm a separate political entity
and I have my own priorities ... I need to look what the
community is saying".
John has been living in Balmain
since 1986 and is, by profession, a statistician. Unlike
many who stand for local
government, he has never seen
his involvement as a springboard to a permanent place in
either State or Federal politics.
A real commitment to local
concerns is given priority, as
evidenced by John's position of
Chair of his local Precinct
Committee for the last nine
years. But in amongst all those rallies, forums, and
meetings to help organise and attend, he has always
found time to follow another, quite separate, passion –
reading poetry to his daughter.
Poetry and politics – an
interesting combination that
deserves some elaboration.
Join us for what will be a
stimulating and, no doubt,
inspiring talk by guest speaker
John Stamolis.
Entry is free, and the usual
supper and drinks will follow
the evening's programme.
– Herma Sieper

EX LIBRIS ...
with Ben Carter - Acting Team Leader, Balmain Library
Edition 1 : March 2010
Over coming months Balmain Library will be offering
many interesting programs to the public.

Watch for library flyers in the coming months as we
plan to provide basic computer classes at the library.

Due to ongoing popular demand we will be running
a new Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time class on
Mondays at 11 am, starting in May.
Bookings are essential – please phone 9367 9211.

In addition to our more familiar classes such as:
“Introduction to Computers”, and “Email and Internet”,
we will be adding a new class specifically related to
the “iPad” and related tablet devices.

Balmain Library also has a Film Group – at which we
regularly showcase great books that have become
films.
The group covers all genres and age groups.
This month we are showing the teen cult hit
“The Hunger Games” on Wednesday May 22, in
Balmain Town Hall above the library. Popcorn and
drinks are provided.
Bookings are essential – please phone 9367 9211.

And stay tuned for more such developments in the
coming months … as our tech-savvy librarians
introduce more classes, and initiatives.
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Stella Miles Franklin

FOBL’s Open Book Group

Last month's special guest speaker, Tom Keneally, was an
absolute delight! For well over an hour, the large audience
listened to an interesting and entertaining account of his
latest novel The Daughters of Mars. Not surprising that it
has been long-listed for this year's Miles Franklin Award.
One of only two male writers to be chosen from a total of
twelve – the other being Brian Castro for Street to Street –
if Tom is successful it will be his third win … but he
would still have to win a fourth to equal both Tim Winton
and Thea Astley.

The shameful tale of how the Canadian Government sent
Inuit families to the frozen wastes of Ellesmere Island in the
fifties is the next selection for FOBL's Open Book Group.

There is an irony in the weight of female writers this year.
A new award, worth $50,000, and open to women only, has
been set up in response to a perceived bias towards men
across all Australian literary prizes. For the last two years
there has not only been a preponderence of men in literary
short lists, but according to Aviva Tuffield and Sophie
Cunningham also an absence of women in all areas of
literature, such as reviewing, essays, journal articles, and
so on. Named after Miles Franklin's first name, The Stella
Prize covers all genres of women's writing. And although
there is assured financial support for just two years at this
stage, the board believes support will grow and it will
continue into the future.

The Long Exile by Melanie McGrath follows three generations of the Flaherty family in this true story that is both
impressively researched and poetically written. 1pm Tuesday,
May 14, in the meeting room of the Library, the OBG is open
to all and continues to offer a diverse range of literature.

The Metropolitan Orchestra
If classical music is your cup of tea, put 23rd June in the
diary. The Metropolitan Orchestra features renowned
percussionist Claire Edwardes performing the premiere
of Daniel Rojas' Chamber Concerto for Marimba &
Orchestra. Also on the programme is Haydn's London
Symphony and Mozart's well-loved Eine Kleine
Nachtmusik.
WHEN :
Sunday June 23 at 3 pm
WHERE :

The inaugural (2013) Stella Prize Winner is …
Carrie Tiffany for Mateship with Birds

Balmain Town Hall - Darling Street

TICKETS : $ 40 ($ 30 : conc.) Children aged 7-15: $ 20
at www.metorchestra.com.au/tickets/

Sydney Writers’ Festival
If you missed the Sydney Writers' Festival Program
insert in The Sydney Morning Herald's Spectrum, it
should soon be available at Hill of Content and Bray's
Books. An innovation this year is the centrefold listing
events by venue, a boon for participants who like to graze
rather than book ahead. From past experience, Bangarra
Mezzanine and the Philharmonia Studio are two spaces
that often showcase lesser-known writers and poets, so
queues are not quite as long as other sites. With entertainment provided for the first time this year, queueing should
be a bit less tiresome – although conversations with
strangers are often fun, and can be instructive too as
reactions and experiences are shared. Weather plays a
significant part in the pleasure of the SWF – so hopefully
the sun will shine as we sit with our coffees, or wait
patiently to access our favourite authors.

Nobel Prize Gossip
Did you know that betting agency “Nicer Odds” had three
Australians on its list of favourites to win last year's top
literature prize? Poet Les Murray ranked #10, novelist
Gerald Murnane came in at #13, and Peter Carey a bit further
down at #20. It's been a long time since Patrick White's
addition to the list of winners, and Les Murray has often
been suggested as a worthy candidate, but as we all know
he didn't make it in the end.
Although Japanese writer Haruki Murakami topped both
this list and that of Ladbroke's, Mo Yan was announced the
winner – the first ever Chinese to be awarded the Nobel for
Literature since its inception in 1901.
Some cynics suggested he won more for
reasons political than for literary excellence but, to the satisfaction of some
critics, at least it moved away from its
perceived Eurocentric bias.
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In an antique shop in Bendigo last week I opened a
battered book and found these lines: 'The first full
day in Bombay, Bradley fell madly in love with the
Maharajah of Kutch’s daughter…'.
Ten dollars
later I owned Beating about the Bush – Tales from
Tanganyika by David Read. His story is a straight
account of his life and times, with no fancy prose or
flashbacks – his life out there between 1936 and 1952
did not need any embellishment. He wrote an earlier
book, Barefoot over the Serengeti, on his life with the
Masai. I will be tracking this one down without the aid
of native bearers.
This led me to think about why I find books like these
to be so enticing. After recent travels and a plethora
of boring airports the answer wasn’t hard to find – we
have a world homogenised, pre-packaged and giftwrapped for tourists. The most exciting thing that can
happen is missing the plane, or having one’s manicure
set grabbed by security!
And these “mishaps” are a far cry from Margaret
Fountaine’s arrival in Crete: ‘The sea off the coast of
Crete was so tumultuous that the big steamers
were obliged to anchor about a mile out. All my
luggage was transferred to a small boat but when
the time came for me to descend the rickety gangway steps I found myself standing helplessly on
the little shaky perforated platform below, utterly
destitute of the courage required to make a spring
just at the right moment when the boat was at my
level…’ And so on until she was thrown like a parcel
into the small boat and landed in the arms of a sailor.
This was quite appropriate as her book Love among
the Butterflies: The Travels and Adventures of a
Victorian Lady chronicles her pursuit of both men and
butterflies.

Freya Stark however comes across as very robust: 'The
Turks, with the most splendid, varied and interesting
country in the world, are naturally anxious to obtain
tourists, and their difficulties in this respect are
caused chiefly by the quite phenomenal badness of
their hotels.' No doubt hotels have improved since 1959
– the year Riding to the Tigris came out - but Stark was
never one to mince words.
And how about: 'On a drizzling November afternoon,
His Royal Highness Prince Philippe of Araucania and
Patagonia gave me an audience at his public
relations firm on the Faubourg Poissoniere.' More
fun than taking a ticket from the dispenser at Sydney's
Passport Office! If the Patagonia reference didn’t alert
you, this is from In Patagonia, Bruce Chatwin’s little
classic.
And a far cry from Country Link: 'The two classes on
Malaysian Railways include eight different varieties
of carriage, from the simple cattle car with wooden
benches to the teak panelled sleeper with its wide
berths, armchair, brass spittoon and green curtains
… but the best place to ride … is on the wooden
balcony between the coaches.' This is Paul Theroux,
master of train stories, in The Great Railway Bazaar.
(See also Riding the Iron Rooster, but this time Theroux
focuses on China's railway system.)
'Both hips being upplied with provi ions and water
ufficient for two years and upward , and every other
nece ary article, and Captain Cook having given
Captain Clerke a copy of his in tructions we repaired
on board.' A few lines from The Journals of Captain
Cook (published in 1893). .... Makes the average cruise
seem rather tame doesn't it…

– Jan Aitkin

